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This Sunday is 4th July and is a very significant day for two reasons. 

The first one is that it is a National holiday in the U.S.A. It is also known as Independence 

Day.  It commemorates the signing of the Declaration of Independence which solidified the 

American colonies resolution to fight for their independence from Britain. 

The second reason is that it is the first ever National Thanksgiving day.  The day 

has been organised by a group of people who feel it is important to say a big thank you to 

all those people who have helped and supported us through the pandemic.   

I feel that as a Christian, every day should be a thanksgiving day.  We have so 

much to thank God for and sometimes we do not say ‘thank you’ enough. 

Do you remember when Jesus healed 10 lepers but sadly only one returned to express his 

thanks to the Lord.  Jesus asked, “Where are the other nine?”   

I wonder whether you and I would have been the one to take the trouble to say ‘thank you’ 

for something God had done for us, or whether we would have been amongst the nine? 

In Philippians 4:6 we read, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, 

by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” 

I think that this verse is very challenging when we read ‘in everything’ by prayer 

and petition, ‘with thanksgiving’.  Now it is easy to thank the Lord when all is going well, 

but what about the difficult times?  It is not so easy to say ‘thank you’ then, is it? And yet it 

is during those times that we grow in our faith more as we lean on the Lord. In John 15 we 

read about the Lord being the Vine and we are the branches. The Lord prunes the branches 

so that they become more fruitful. 

I read that one pastor puts it this way. “ Trials may simply be pruning shears in the hands 

of the Divine Gardener – tools He uses to cut away dead wood, fruitless branches, and 

sap-sucking shoots so that we might bear more fruit.” 

So we should be grateful and say thank you to Him even when things are hard-

going if it means that we grow more like Jesus in the process and produce more fruit for 

Him. 

I was inspired to hear about one of the lady Wimbledon players.  She was born 

with a finger missing on both hands and three toes missing.  When, at a young age, she 

wanted to play tennis,  she was discouraged by her doctors, specialists and friends who 

thought that this would be too difficult for her.  She found it hard to grip a racquet and also 

it was difficult for her to just keep her balance, having missing toes. She was determined 

to prove everyone wrong and eventually not only played tennis, but attained such a 

standard that she was able to play at Wimbledon!   

 

I pray that you and I may have that kind of determination in life so that whatever difficulties 

we have to go through, we can not only persevere, but thank the Lord for His strength to 

see us through and make us into the people He wants us to be. 

                                              Major Carol Kendall 

Quote of the month… If all the year were playing holidays; To sport 

would be as tedious as to work.    William Shakespeare, 'The First Part of King 

Henry the IV'               Greatest English dramatist & poet (1564 - 1616)  

      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Word of the month – Flibbertigibbet: Gossipy person, usually referring 

to a young woman 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

    Malcolm Abbey        Bronwyn Jackson  
              Joan Moorby            

                   Hope you have a good day!  
  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
This month the Prayer and Bible study will take place on 
Thursdays 8th and 22nd July at 10.30 a.m.  All welcome. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Please pray… Please remember Joan Abbey as she continues to 

improve.  She had her pot removed and is on the road to recovery.  
Please remember Nicola and Les as Nicola is far from well. Think of the 
rest of the family too, in these difficult times.   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
How much do you know? Answers from June newsletter: 
1. Third; 2. Joshua; 3. Thunder; 4. Cain; 5. Zacchaeus; 6. Acts; 7. Jude; 8. Tax collector; 

9. Esau; 10. 150.        ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

This month’s trivia questions: 

 1. What is the first colour mentioned in the Bible?    

 2. According to the Bible, who killed more people at his death than in his life?  

 3. What biblical figure had a slave named Onesimus?  

 4. Who was Moses' sister in the Bible?  

 5. According to the Bible, what was Paul's name before it was Paul?  

 6. In the Bible, Proverbs tells us that a soft answer turns away what?  

 7. In the Bible, what does Gideon's name mean?  

 8. In the "Book of Ezekiel", Ezekiel makes bread using what substance as fuel?  

 9. The Bible says you cannot serve 2 masters: God and who?  

10. How many total chapters make up the Old Testament?         

http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/William_Shakespeare/


              
Lesson in Lying  

A minister told his congregation, "Next week I plan to preach about the sin of 

lying. To help you understand my sermon, I want you all to read Mark 17." 

The following Sunday, as he prepared to deliver his sermon, the minister asked 

for a show of hands. He wanted to know how many had read Mark 17. Every 

hand went up. The minister smiled and said, "Mark has only sixteen chapters. I 

will now proceed with my sermon on the sin of lying." 
WORSHIP FROM HOME  
10.30 on Sunday mornings. Here’s the address to view them:   
www.leedswesthunslet.com/online-worship 

         

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Last week, mum, dad and I went to Harlow Carr Gardens for a trip out to 
see the lovely grounds and view the many goods for sale there.  Walking 
around, there were some posters with quotes on; I’ve included three here:  

 

 
They were written by  
James McInerney for a poetry project at Harlow Carr back in 2008 (Jayne) 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Story: The Football Player Who Didn’t Work Out 
James wanted to be a great football player. He dreamed of making 

great plays and leading his team to victory.   

With such a goal, you would think that James would be a frequent 

visitor to the gym. After all, all of the other athletes at his school 

were. They got up early, way before their classmates even thought 

about stirring, to work out. They jogged after school. Their entire 

lives revolved around staying in shape and preparing for the next 

football game.  But James didn’t do these things. He never seemed to 

have time to work out. When he showed up to practice, the drills 

completely exhausted him. Maybe he just wasn’t as talented as the 

others.  He kept telling everyone he knew that he wanted to get 

better. He was tired of not being able to keep up. Yet he didn’t really 

want to put in the effort… 

“James, is football something worth pursuing?” his coach asked him 

one day. 

“Of course!” James replied quickly. 

“Then live like it,” the coach replied. Just like that, James realized 

that all his excuses were just that—excuses.  He slowly started to 

work out. But it wasn’t easy! Why did it seem like his muscles built 

themselves so slowly? And that if he missed a few days, it was even 

harder?  Yet slowly, imperceptibly sometimes, James’ muscles 

changed. And one day he surprised himself by being able to keep up 

on the football field. 

Thought: What would it look like if we trained spiritually as seriously 

as athletes do physically by reading the Word, praying, trusting, 

praising and worshipping God, running to Jesus, etc.? He is worth it! 

“Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths. Rather train yourself 
for godliness; for while bodily training is of some value, godliness is 
of value in every way, as it holds promise for the present life and also 
for the life to come.” 1 Timothy 4:7-8 (ESV) 
“Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one 
receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it. Every athlete 
exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable 
wreath, but we an imperishable.” 1 Corinthians 9:24-25 (ESV) 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Re-opening for Sunday Worship  -  Latest!! 

The Government plans for the removal of restrictions in late July will probably be 

the time when we are able to re-open the Hall for Sunday Worship.  But of course 

at this stage we can't say  for certain because there are still significant problems 

with the Covid virus.  So if we are able to re-open before August I will send out a 

letter or an email to ensure that everyone knows in good time.  Otherwise more 

information will be posted in the August Newsletter. 

Many thanks for your continued patience and support. 

Laurence 
       You can view this newsletter at:  www.leedswesthunslet.co.uk/newsletter 

http://www.leedswesthunslet.com/online-worship
http://www.leedswesthunslet.co.uk/newsletter

